The Eighth Writers’ and Artists’ International Festival at Val-David, QC, Canada

Twice a year, the Writers’ and Artists’ Residence at Val-David, Quebec, Canada, is celebrating its Writers’ and Artists’ Festival. 

 
The Residence directed by Flavia Cosma opens its doors to receive poets, authors, musicians and visual artists from all over the world, and fills the forests of Val-David with poems, stories, arts and music.


The Eighth Writers’ and Artists’ Festival “The Lyrical Wild Berries Harvest” took place on 5 and 6 October, 2013, with the collaboration of L´Association des auteurs des Laurentides and with the support of the Municipality of Val-David.


The Festival started on Saturday with the work of the prestigious Estonian poet and scholar Jüri Talvet, followed by the poets Louise Carson 

(Saint-Lazare-de-Vaudreuil, Québec), N. A. Yara Stein (Estados Unidos), Ana López (Argentina), David Brême (Francia/ Montréal), Flavia Cosma (Val-David, Québec), Carmen Doreal (Deux Montagnes, Quebec), Paul Ruíz (Italia) and, the presentation virtual of  Luis Raúl Calvo (poet, compositor and interpreter from Argentina). 


 A musical interlude was also provided by Jeremiah Wall, author and performer of Val-David, Quebec.


The day of Sunday the 6th October started with a conference sustained by the poet and editor Michel Mirolla “The new Guernica Press and the state of books publishing in XXI Century”, followed by Jüri Talvet, who presented his book about the Estonian poet Juhan Lliv and by Flavia Cosma, who spoke about Cervena Barva Press, a successful publishing venture out of Somerville, Massachusetts.


In the afternoon, Paul Ruíz presented a retrospective of the Canadian/Italian artist painter Rito Caltabiano, at 10 years from his death, followed by lectures by Diane Robert Dit Lafontaine (Montréal), Louis Philippe Hébert (Saint-Sauveur, Québec), Talleen Hacykyan (Montréal), Anna Louise Fontaine (Laurentides, Québec),  Connie Guzzo-McParland (Montreal/Italia), Eve Duhaime (Laurentides, QC), Roger Lauzon (Morin Heights, Québec), Eva Halus (Montréal), Maria Caltabiano (Montréal).


The Festival ended with an exuberant finale full of music and merriment realized by Sharl, musician and performer from Laurentides, Québec.


During both days the spirit of the meetings emphasized the richness broth forth by the artists and writers from various cultures and countries, the sharing of experiences and creativity, and made possible the meeting of new friends in a fertile and cordial atmosphere. For the visual arts show we must mention the contribution of Rito Caltabiano, Morelia Flores, Carmen Doreal, Talleen Hacikyan, Eva Halus, Roger Lauzon, Paul Ballard, Anna Louise Fontaine and Sharl. 


For me as an individual this gathering was like a gate opening towards the work of important artists and authors of the world, with whom we shared during two magical days the pleasure of poetry and of arts in a fraternal climate of friendship and kinship among persons from distant lands.

Ana López, writer

Buenos Aires, Argentina


Val-David, 9 October 2013.

